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The Poems of Effie Waller Smith 

Autumn Winds 
O autumn winds, with voices far away, 
I hear you singing on the leafless hills, 
And all my heart with jubilation thrills! 

You bring to me no message of dismay, 
No tender sorrow for the year's decay; 
Rather you sing of giant trees that cast 

Their leaves aside to grapple with the blast, 
Strong and exultant for the stormy fray! 

Hearing your music, glad and wild and pure, 
Sounding through night's cool, starlit spaces wide, 

I grow aweary of earth's paltry lure! 
Oh, like the trees, I too would cast aside 

The fading leaves of pleasure and of pride, 
And stand forth free to struggle and endure! 

Fallen Leaves 
Beneath the frost-stripped forest boughs, the drifted leaves are spread,  

Vanished all summer's green delight, all autumn's glory fled.  

Yet, gathering strength from that dead host, the tree in some far spring  
Shall toward the skies a denser growth, a darker foliage fling.  

Ah, if some power from us, long dead, should strengthen life to be,  
We need not grieve to lie forgot, like sere leaves 'neath the tree!  

September 
Summer days an-ending,  

Autumn coming on; 
Trees with fruit a-bending  

In orchard and in lawn. 

Apples, soft and mellow, 
In the sun to dry, 

Pumpkins, striped and yellow,  
Rip'ning in cornfield lie. 

The bushy hawthorn's haws  
Shine crimson in the wood;  



Plentiful are paw-paws,  
Luscious, sweet and good. 

The shiny milk-weeds now  
Unfold their silken hair,  

Which flutters white as snow  
In the balmy air. 

The tall iron-weeds 
In their purple glory nod;  

On hill-side and in meadow  
Blooms the golden-rod. 

Vacation days are o'er, 
With all their fun and noise;  

Back at school for useful lore  
Are the boys and girls. 

Cloudless ever in the sky;  
Hazy day and dewy night;  
So September passes by,  
A month of sweet delight. 

  



INSTRUMENTATION  
Soprano Voice 

Piano 
Violoncello 

DURATION 
ca. 10 minutes  
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